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 Africa and Asia 
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E-mail: marion.stoldt@ptb.de 
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Tel.: +49-5 31-592-82 10  
E-mail: hans-dieter.velfe@ptb.de 
 

 

 
 
Dear Readers, 
No matter if the issue is the condi-
tion of our environment, the diag-
nosis of diseases, the design and 
production of clothing, foods or 
machines, one cannot do without 
precise measurements in any of 
these cases. And only with the aid 
of metrology can reliable standards 
be established and monitored. 
 
To appreciate the great importance 
of metrology is the task of "World 
Metrology Day" which has always 
been celebrated on 20th May for 
seven years now. For this year's 
World Metrology Day we have 
produced a special issue of Can-
dela for you.  
 
Greeting you quite ceremoniously 
on this note, 
 
Your 
Dieter Schwohnke 
 
 
A poster goes round the world 
Whether the drinking water is pure, 
the air clean or the soil loaded with 
contaminants is not visible to the 
naked eye. Also climate change, 
radiation exposure or harmful 
noise can only be determined with 
the aid of suitable measuring tech-

nology. "Measuring for our envi-
ronment“ is thus the subject of this 
year's World Metrology Day.  
 
 

 
 
As every year, there will be, in 
addition to numerous commemora-
tive and informational events, also 
a motto poster in order to illustrate 
the importance of metrology to as 
many people as possible, not least 
to the small- and medium-sized 
businesses of the emerging and 
developing countries.  
 
On the initiative of the International 
Bureau of Weights and Measures 
BIPM (Bureau International des 
Poids et Mesures) in Paris, the 
motto poster will for the first time 
be translated into all the important 
languages of communication: It will 
be available in English, in French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese, 
Russian and Arabic, naturally in 
German and even in the Japanese 
as well as the Albanian language. 
 

The decision to create a poster for 
the whole world is based on the 
great success of the poster cam-
paigns in the past years. Thereby, 
the posters were always designed 
and distributed by the South Afri-
can National Metrology Institute 
NMISA and the PTB. Last year, for 
example, they showed a hand-
painted picture story in which 
"Sam" the talking stethoscope 
explains the medical measuring 
technology at the hospital. Even 
today it still hangs in many African 
medical practices, nursery schools 
and schools. 
 
The current posters can be down-
loaded here. FTP-Server  
 
The History of World Metrology 
Day 
In October 1999, the 21st General 
Conference on Weights and Meas-
ures CGPM (Conférence Générale 
des Poids et Mesures) appointed 
20th  May as "World Metrology 
Day", a day which has been cele-
brated since then annually. The 
background: On 20th May 1875, 
the 17 state representatives from 
all over the world signed the so-
called Meter Convention in Paris, 
and thus committed themselves to 
unifying weights and measures 
internationally and to creating the 
organisational forms necessary for 
it. Meanwhile, more than 50 coun-
tries have ratified the Meter Con-
vention. 

ftp://ftp.ptb.de/incoming/World_Metrology_Day_Poster_07/

